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Art Unit 1623 


No claims have been cancelled, claims 6 ainid 15 have been 
amended, and no new claims have been added as per the amendment 
filed September 10, 200L 

All claims are allowable. However, due to a potential interference, 
ex parte prosecution is SUSPENDED FOR A PERIOD OF 6 (SIX) MONTHS 
from the date of this letter. Upon expiration of the period of 
suspension, applicant should make an inquiry as to the status of the 
application. 

Papers related to this application may be submitted to Group 1600 
via facsimile transmission(FAX). The transmission of such papers must 
conform with the notice published in the Official Gazette (1096 OG 30, 
November 15, 1989). The telephone numbers for the FAX machines 
operated by Group 1600 are (703) 308-4556 and 703-305-3592. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Examiner L. E. 
Crane whose telephone number is 703-308-4639. The examiner can 
normally be reached between 9:30 AM and 5:00 PM, Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mr. Gary Geist, can be reached at (703)-308- 


Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the Group 1600 receptionist whose 
telephone number is 703-308-1235. TV TsJk 
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